STREAMED & PUBLIC MASSES
Call the parish office to reserve

your seat for public masses
480 837-1066

The faithful are still able to view the Holy Mass streamed
each week on Saturday after 5 PM on YouTube. Here is
the link:
https://www.youtube.com/CatholicChurchoftheAscension
Weekday and Sunday Masses are now public with limited
seating and mandated social distancing. If you are healthy
and would like to attend mass, you must call the parish
office to reserve your seat(s), 480 837-1066. Weekday
Masses are held Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday at
11:30AM. Sunday masses are held at 8AM & 10AM.
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Thursday, December 31*
New Year’s Eve - 5:00pPM

Friday, January 1*
New Year’s Day - 8:00AM
Mary, The Holy Mother of God

Sunday, January 3™
The Epiphany of the Lord
8AM
10AM

-

Church of the Ascension

12615 N. Fountain Hills Boulevard
Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268
Parish Office: (480) 837-1066

Fax: (480) 837-9093
www.ascensionfh.org

December 27, 2020
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+"For my eyes have seen ynur salvation,
whlch you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.”:
3 'Y - Lk 2:30-31
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Parish Office will re-open at 8:30 AM on

Monday, January 4, 2021




STEWARDSHIP PRAY FOR THE SICK

Parish Mission Statement
Committed to build, strengthen, and nurture
the Body of Christ.

Our community welcomes all who come through our
doors to worship and seek spiritual nourishment. As a
Stewardship parish, we respect and embrace an
individual’s time, talent and treasure. To join our faith
community, please contact the office.

Weekend Collection December 12 - 13

Plate: $6,184
ACH: $ 6,606
Total: $12,790

Average Weekly Plate Income:
$12,307

Weekly Budgeted Income:
$15,490

THE 2021 STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES ARE IN
They are available for pick up in the Narthex.

If you donated through ACH prior to August 1,
envelopes were not printed for you. However, we
printed a small number of booklets with
envelopes for special collections and holidays.
You can get those booklets in the office if you
like.

If you registered after August, there may not be
a booklet of envelopes printed with your name,
address, and envelope number on them. There
are booklets with blank spaces where you can fill
in your information. Please pick up one of these
and inform the parish office of a change.

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) any events
listed in this bulletin are tentatively scheduled and
are subject to change or be cancelled. Please
contact the organization directly to confirm status
of the event.

@LPi

Please contact the Parish Office at 480-837-1066 to have a
name to be added or removed from either list.
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David Agresto, Marie Aiello, Tom Aiello, Pati Beers,
Marilyn Bertolini, Emmy Butler, Jerry Engler,
Eugene Doffin, Lee Doranzo, Joe Goyena,
Margaret Guempel, Maureen Kelly, Eileen
McCarthy, Lois McDonald, Michael McGuckin,
Gene O’Callaghan, Kathleen O’Leary, Jacob
Reister, Theresa Roberg, Lynn Tupy, Casey
Vilandre, and Judy Wiggins

STAY INFORMED

Ascension parishioners, you can still receive our
weekly bulletin to stay informed. A way to do this is
by subscribing to our bulletin on ParishesOnline.

Visit:

locate our parish with the
search tool, and sign-up to automatically get an email
when a new publication becomes available.

Visit us and any of these social media platforms
along with https://ascensionfh.org
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020 26-Saturday

UNA12/27  Sir326,12-14 0r Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 12812, 3, 45 cf. 1] or
Ps 105:1-2, 34, 5-6, 89 [T, 8a)/Col 3:12-21 or 31217 or Heb 27-Sunday
118, 1112, 17-19/1k 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 27-Sunday
ONA2I28  1)n15—22/Ps 124:2-3, 45, To8[TYML 21318 28-Monday
i Y A 29-Tuesday
311/ 96:1-  Sb-6[11a)Lk 2:22-
1)n23-11/Ps 96:1-2,20-3, 5b-6 [11a)Lk 22235 30-Wednesday
1230 1) 212-17/Ps 96:7-8, 80-9, 10 [11aLk 2:36-40 31-Thursday
1231 1n21821/Ps96:1-2, 1112, 13[11ajn 1:1-18 01-Friday
02-Saturd
AN NmEZ2ENPs 723,56, 8 [2a)/Gal 44 Tk 21621 aturday
03-Sunday
T2 1)n2:22-28/Ps 981, 2-3ab, 3cck4 [Bed))n 1:19-28 03-Sunday
I8 443 |cm1_ﬁ.JD€-|"]1}-.‘ﬂ1|"I'ﬁ1 1}12ﬁ'f "|"| fEnh 2733 I
13 13[ch 11)/Eph 32-32, 56/
MtZ1-12

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020

Sunday: The Holy Family of jasus, Mary and joseph
Monday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Tuesday: 5t. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
Thursday: 5t. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve
Friday: Mary, The Haly Mother of God; New Year's Day; World Day of Peace
Saturday: Sts, Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church
Sundaw, Tha Eninhany of the Lord: National Misration Waek
LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

While famnilies come in all shapes and sizes and no two are the same, they
all need a common focus and grounding. Families are intended to be
pivotal in providing us with a proper social structure and understanding, a
support system, lessons about relationships and communication and the
unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave, In additional
to all of these things, the axis of every family has to be centered on faith.

It is here that we can learn about the virtwes and discover the windows to
God Himself in His gifts of faith, hope, and love. We can learn, modeling
our experience after the Holy Family, how to use these as anchors in our
lives so that we can live out the other virtues with greater integrity. Because
our human families struggle with weakness and sin, we have to come back
to the Haly Family often for inspiration and guidance. Inthe bond of love
that they shared, they dung to the anchor of God Himself and endured
challenges far greater than many we wall ever face,
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8:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
5:00 pm
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THE HOLY FAMILY

+ = Deceased Loved One
¥ = Wedding Anniversary
* = Living Intention

+The DeRose & Patruno
Families

People of the Parish
+Butch DuBon
+Elaine Decker

+Lois Homeyak

+Jim Laughlin

+Larry Ordowski
+Ligita Kvietkauskaite’
+George Buechele
+Bob & Joanne Hickey
People of the Parish



FIRST READING
The Lord took Abram outside and said,
“Look up &t the sky and count the stars, if you can,
Just 50, he added, "shall your descendants be”
[Gn 15:5)

i

PSALM

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

[Ps 105)

[

__if__

SECOND READING
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called ta
2o out 1o a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance;
he want out, not knowing where he was to go,
{Heh 11:8)

__E_

GOSPEL
The chikd grew and became strong,
filled with wisdam;
and the favor of God was upon him. Lk 2:40)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Moss ©2007,
1998, 1970 CC0. The English transtation of Psalm
Resporses from Lactionary for Mass © 1969, 1987,
18497, Irtemational Commission on English in the

Liturgy Corporation. AN nghts reserved.

WORSHIP 8_:_*1\F/IEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through this? There will
be challenges, changes, unexpected cdrcumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, and
injustices experienced by every human being at some paint in their lives. We will be
asked to adjust our plans, change course, and even encounter suffering and death.
Where do we learn all of the lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn
along the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and negative, comes from
our earfy beginnings, our families. This is our early world and provides the blueprint
for how we see the bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us.

Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a combination of both.
Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with proper social structure and
understanding, a support system, lessons about relationships and communication,
and the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave, They can also
determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many
of life's challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a
strength of character that resides well beyond the superficialities of our world. At
some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God;
faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones responsible
for their creation, but God!

Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we

expect to achieve from life in general. Resalving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and
suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs, listening to God's call,
understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the
virtues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed
in teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to
discover his presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even
the most dysfunctional family how to best use God's gifts of faith, hope, and love to
find him and do his will. Their simple humble example is always before us, showing
us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
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